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Call forretiredgardaí tobeallowed to rejoin force
Scheme proposed
amid concerns
about overtime bills
AISLINGMOLONEY

The former general secretary of the
Association of Garda Sergeants and
Inspectors (AGSI) is calling for retired
membersof theforcetobeallowedback
toassistwiththeescalatingovertimebill.
AntoinetteCunningham,whoretired

fromAnGardaSíochánaand theAGSI
in 2024, said retiredofficers could still
play a role.
MsCunninghamhaswritten to the

GardaCommissionerJustinKellyand
Justice Minister Jim O’Callaghan to
propose a rejoiners’ scheme.
“Imeet a lot ofmyretiredcolleagues

all the time and many of themwould
feel that theystill dohavesomething to
contribute.Arejoiners’ schemewould
be voluntary,” she said.
In Britain, the BritishTransport Po-

lice andWest Midlands Police allow
retirees to rejoin.
“Theyofferretiredpeople theoppor-

tunity to come back and work for the
police forces in the UK because they
are struggling at the otherend, the re-
cruitmentandretentionside,”MsCun-
ningham said.
Thiscomesamidconcernsabout the

Garda overtime bill,whichmore than

doubled between 2020, when it was
€97m,and2024,whenitreached€197m.
In the first sixmonths of 2025, over

€100m was spent on overtime. This
year’s allocation forovertimehasbeen
increasedto€169m.Therearefears that
extraordinaryeventssuchasApril’s fuel
protests, Ireland’s EUpresidency, and
USpresidentDonaldTrump’splanned
visit in September,will push the over-
time bill even higher.
Figures from the Central Statistics

Office (CSO) thisweek revealedGarda
memberswere thehighest paidgroup
in thepublic sector in the secondquar-
ter of this year, with an averageweek-
ly earnings of €1,833.73.Across a year,
this equates to€95,353.96.Theaverage
working week for gardaí has reached

43.2 hours, suggesting overtime is a
significant driver of pay.
Members ofAnGardaSíochána are

subject tomandatoryretirement at 62
yearsofage,oraftercompleting30years
of service if they are over 60 or 55, de-
pendingonwhentheyjoined the force.
There is currently no mechanism

forretiredmembers to rejoin the force.
“There are many people out there

whoarea fewyears intoretirementand
feel theycanstill contributesomething
andtheyhave theexperience,”MsCun-
ningham said.
Shesaidgardaíarenotgivenachoice

when it comes to overtime forextraor-
dinary events, and instead of pulling
from the same pool of gardaí all the
time, retiredgardaí could supplement

the force in timesofextrapressure.She
also believes retired gardaí could be
used in tutoring or training.
“They’re drawing from the same

amount of gardaí all the time. They
need to look at alternatives and why
notarejoiningscheme,especiallywhen
it’s there inotherpolice forces,”MsCun-
ningham said.
“What I amsuggesting to theGarda

Commissionerandthe[Justice]Minister
is that theyexplore sucha schemeand
see how it could assist the policing of
events inIreland,orgenerallywithinthe
Gardaorganisation, in theareaswhere
the experienceof seniorofficers could
beutilised toassistAnGardaSíochána
when policing requirement so needs,
and[thereby] freeupfrontlineofficers.”
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Manon flight toVegas fined forabusingcrewin toilet row
STANLEYMURPHY-JOHNS

An Irish man travelling to a stag do in
LasVegashasbeenfinedafteradmitting
toverbally abusing staffwhile “clearly
drunk” on a flight after being told not
to use the toilet.

EmmetMoynihan, 31, “smelledof al-
cohol” when he boarded a British Air-
ways flight from Heathrow to the US
city onAugust 6.

Afterbeingtoldtheflightwasdelayed,
the Co Cork man tried to use the toilet
andcalled it a “f****** joke”and“verbal-
ly abused staff” when he was asked to
sit down, the court heard.

Moynihan flew in from Cork for his
appearance at Uxbridge Magistrates
Court in the UK yesterday wearing a
greyLevi’shoodie.Hewas fined£2,224

afterpleadingguilty to enteringanair-
craftwhendrunkandfailingtoobeythe
lawful commands of a pilot.

Videos of the incident were circu-
lated online and accrued more than
six million views, Moynihan’s lawyer
PaulTurnbull said.

ProsecutorAbigailDaytold thecourt
“a passenger had also noticed that he
smelledofalcoholandwasclearlydrunk”
during the altercation with the flight
crew.

MsDaysaid: “Passengers thenbegan
filming him with their telephone and
he was lunging towards passengers’
phonessaying‘stopf*****recordingme’.”

She said the co-pilot eventually got
involved in trying to get Moynihan to
sit down.

MrTurnbull said his client had “got

past everyone” inhis intoxicated state,
andwasonlyupandabout fromhisseat
because “he wanted to use the toilet”.

He said: “The defendantwas part of
a group going to Las Vegas for a stag,
therewas an element of consumption
inCorkand theyhadaccess toa lounge
at Heathrow.”

Moynihan, of SouthDouglassRoad,
Cork, admitted both counts and was
ordered to pay a £2,224 fine, an £890
surcharge and £85 in costs.

Insentencing,MagistrateSandraJo-
sephsaid: “There isonlyone reasonwe
were not going to send it to the crown
court, and that is that theplanewasstill
onthegroundandthereforepassengers
could have been evacuated.

“However,hadtheybeenintheairthis
wouldbeacompletelydifferentmatter.”EmmetMoynihanarrives atUxbridgeMagistrates’ CourtPhoto: PA
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